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Japanese a reputation for cold-blooded cruelty which did not seem
in the least in keeping with what we had learned about them
from other sources. The decision of the Shogun to close Japan
against all farther activities on the part of the Christian mission-
aries was not the result of any sudden dislike on his part for the
people from the West It was caused by fear, by fear lest the
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whole country be rent asunder by religious strife and its riches be
despoiled by the captains of those same merchantmen that carried
the messengers of peace and goodwill to the shores of Japan and
then departed without paying for the goods that had been ordered
to provide a return cargo.
The Jesuit influence had been strongest in the island of Kyushu,
nearest to the Portuguese settlements in China. At fast the
Fathers had humbly spoken of the Prince of Peace. As soon as
they had gained the upper hand they began to destroy Japanese
temples, demolish Japanese images, and force thousands of peas-
ants and nobles to accept die Crotc at die point of the gun.